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Biodiversity—ranging from plants and animals to marine life and 
microorganisms—is a vital resource that supports human health, economies, 
and ecosystems. At its core are genetic resources, the raw material for 
agriculture, medicine, industry, and innovation.

In Oman, rich biodiversity and knowledge offer unique opportunities for 
sustainable economic development. For centuries, communities have selected 
seeds and bred animals suited to local needs, creating a wealth of genetic 
diversity that underpins modern food systems.

This diversity—whether drought-resistant crops or resilient livestock—is 
essential for food security and adapting to climate change. Even microscopic 
organisms play crucial roles in digestion, food production, and biotechnology.
Genetic resources are more than ecological assets—they are economic 
catalysts. From pharmaceuticals to food and textiles, these resources fuel 
multiple sectors. By conserving and investing in genetic resources, Oman can 
unlock sustainable growth and enhance its bioeconomy.

The Socio-Economic Value 
of Genetic Resources
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The 3  GenoBusiness Forum is a two-day economic forum organized by the 
Oman Animal and Plant Genetic Resources Center (Mawarid) in partnership 
with Dhofar University, and in collaboration with key stakeholders from both 
the public and private sectors.
The forum aims to:

About the 3  GenoBusiness Forum
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Identify and 
showcase Oman's 
rich genetic 
resources, 
emphasizing their 
diversity and the 
critical importance 
of preserving and 
investing in them 
sustainably as a 
foundation for 
economic 
diversification.

Encourage 
innovation and 
collaboration by 
presenting 
forward-thinking 
ideas and initiatives 
from experts, public 
institutions, and 
private sector 
partners that explore 
opportunities arising 
from the responsible 
use and 
conservation of 
genetic resources.

Raise awareness 
locally and globally 
about the economic 
potential of Oman’s 
genetic resources, 
promoting greater 
engagement from 
both the public and 
private sectors in 
sustainable 
bioeconomy 
strategies.
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The GenoBusiness Forum 2025

The forum will provide a dedicated platform for young Omani talent to 
showcase their innovative ideas on harnessing the nation’s genetic 
wealth to build responsible, biodiversity-based businesses that are 
future-focused, sustainable, and impactful.

Geno-Hero talks
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Forum Commitment to Environmental
Sustainability

The 3   GenoBusiness Forum is committed to minimizing its 
environmental impact and protecting genetic resources by:

• Promoting the use of local, recycled, and eco-friendly materials 
among logistics providers, guests, and participants.

• Reducing reliance on paper-based materials by adopting digital 
alternatives and environmentally responsible, non-carbon materials.

• Encouraging participants to opt for low-carbon travel options, 
including flights with reduced emissions.
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Target groups and beneficiaries
of the forum

The GenoBusiness Forum 2025
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Entrepreneurs Innovators Academics

University & college
students

Individuals 
interested in 

genetic resources 
&their investment

Funding institutions 

Government institutionsBusiness ventures 

Research & 
development centers

Local community
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